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Dec 2017 

Happening
premieres on HBO.

Impact initiative 
launches with 
invitation to U.S. 
governors to share 
their states’ clean 
energy stories for the 
chance to be featured 
in a Redford Center 
�U�J�Q�T�V���’���N�O��

Nov 2013 
Convened a story 
summit to explore 
topics at the 
intersection of 
environment, jobs 
and economics. Clean 
�G�P�G�T�I�[���K�F�G�P�V�K�’���G�F���C�U��
�V�J�G���H�Q�E�W�U���Q�H���V�J�K�U���’���N�O��

Feb-May 2014 
Partnered with 
Rally to produce 
�E�Q�O�R�T�G�J�G�P�U�K�X�G���’���G�N�F��
analysis

SUMMER 2014
HBO joins as primary 
distribution partner.

SUMMER 2015-2017 Shoots, shoots & more shoots!

August 2014

First shoot documents 
Jamie’s home energy 
audit.

October 2014

Second shoot follows 
Jamie to the New York 
Climate March.

April 2015
Impact planning 
summit hosted at 
Sundance Mountain 
Resort. Strategy 
developed. 

Jamie resists role 
of main protagonist, 
caves when he sees it’s 
the best way forward. 

Key impact 
partnerships 
established (which 
orgs?)

Final shoot documents Renew 
NV solar consumer triumph. 
�6�J�K�U���I�K�X�G�U���V�J�G���’���N�O���K�V�U���G�P�F�K�P�I��
and becomes a model for 
community impact

FALL 2014
Initial footage leveraged 
for proof of concept.

May 2014
Narrative approach 
(hero’s journey) 
developed.

2014 2015 2016 20172013

EXPLORING THE FIELD
(Fall 2013-Summer 2014)

STORY AND COMMUNITY
(Fall 2014-Summer 2017)

AUDIENCE AND IMPACT 
(Summer 2017-Present)

Nov 2017 
�'�C�U�V���%�Q�C�U�V���’���N�O���H�G�U�V�K�X�C�N��
premiere at DOC NYC, 
co-presented with the 
Earth Day Initiative.

First climate influencer 
screening at COP23 in 
Bonn, Germany.

Oct 2017 
�9�G�U�V���%�Q�C�U�V���’���N�O���H�G�U�V�K�X�C�N��
premiere at Mill Valley 
Film Festival.

SUMMER 2017
First work-in-progress 
screening
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April 2018
Happening becomes the 
creative inspiration for 
RE-volv’s Solar Ed Week.

May 2018
Minnesota chosen as 
winning story from 
Governors’ Coalition.

June 2018
Screening partnership 
with Citizens Climate 
Lobby begins.

September 2018
Happening Minnesota 
premeres at WWF 
Climate Action Summit 
#WeAreStillIn event

Happening EDU 
(educational cut) 
premieres at San 
Francisco Green 
Film Festival.

Teaching Happening 
grades 6-12 classroom 
curriculum launches.

Happening curated for 
free viewing on HBO 
ahead of 2018 midterms 
elections.

November 2018
Midterms bring historic 
wave of climate-
conscious legislators.

Happening reaches 
2MM views on HBO.

December 2018
The Nature Conservancy 
includes Happening 
in 50-state climate 
organizing toolkit.

January 2019
Teaching Happening 
Higher Ed discussion 
guide launches.

April 2019
Happening reaches 
students at over 200 
schools, colleges and 
universities during Solar 
Ed Week.

Spin-off series, 
Renewable Therapy, rolls 
out on social media.

July 2019
Happening extra feat. 
Nevada State Senator 
Pat Spearman rolls 
out on July 4th as an 
(Energy) Independence 
Day message.

Happening hits its 
1000th community 
impact screening.

SPRING 2018
Partnerships forged with RE-volv, 
Vote Solar, Climate + Energy Project.

FALL 2018
Environmental Voter Project enlisted to 
build the Clean Energy Voter Pledge.

2018 2019

AUDIENCE AND IMPACT 
(Summer 2017-Present)
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Refl ecting on the many diff erent people 
and places of America’s clean energy 
success story, two things are clear. First, 
that our love of homegrown renewable 
energy is one thing that unites this divided 
country. And second, despite headwinds 
from Washington, states can and will 
power our country with clean energy. 

“

“

– JAMES REDFORD AND ADAM BROWNING, FROM THE 
WORLDPOST OP-ED ON SEPTEMBER 11, 2018

WHAT’S NEXT
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As nations across the globe declare 
this moment a state of climate 
emergency and the bold voices 
of youth activists rise, stories like 
Happening are more crucial and 
relevant than ever—stories that 
teach, inspire and move people to 
action. The film will continue to 
bolster clean energy movements 
through ongoing issue advocacy, 
timely bonus content and featured 
actions that can fit into anyone’s life.

In 2019 and beyond, we are scaling our work even 
further through high-impact partnerships. The Nature 
Conservancy is lending their massive reach by 
integrating the film into their 50-state climate and clean 
energy campaign. The Climate Reality Project, an 
international coalition founded by former Vice President 
Al Gore, is screening the film in key cities across North 
America, Europe and Africa. And our classroom screening 
drive is gaining steam as interest and motivation around 
climate solutions build among teachers and students 
across the globe.

The Happening Clean Energy Initiative is ready for 
growth. Join us in this work as we seek new partners to 
help accelerate the transition to a clean energy future. 

Creating Happening was always just 
the beginning of the real work ahead. 



REDFORDCENTER.ORG/HAPPENING 23

JOIN US
If you work with a nonprofi t organization, school or business that would 
like to engage your network in this urgent eff ort, send an email to 
happening@redfordcenter.org. If you’re an individual who is inspired to 
get involved, visit our online action center and sign up for our quarterly 
Happening Bulletin at happeningthemovie.com/take-action.


