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Actress and Activist Rosario Dawson celebrated alongside Bay Area leaders James Berk and Martha Ryan at the Redford Center's upcoming series, The Art of Activism

June 9, 2010, 7-9pm 

Tickets: $20, www.brownpapertickets.com or 1-800-838-3006
Sundance Kabuki Cinemas, San Francisco
 
"When someone is moved to act on an issue and brings their passion, their creativity, and their experience to it, and then leverages their circle of influence to make an impact, that's when activism becomes art." - Robert Redford
 
BERKELEY, CA—May 14, 2010—Actress, activist and Voto Latino Co-founder Rosario Dawson will be celebrated, alongside Bay Area leaders, James Berk and Martha Ryan, at the Redford Center's June 9 Art of Activism program. 
 
Ms. Dawson will discuss the motivations and strategies behind her efforts to fight for voter engagement and education, to support disaster relief and refugees, and to use her voice to battle poverty, violence, and AIDS.  The evening's program includes a moderated, action-oriented discussion between Ms. Dawson, Redford Center Executive Director Lee Bycel, the audience, and the selected Art of Activism honorees. 
  
The Redford Center's Art of Activism series aims to engage, provoke, and inspire the audience by celebrating the work of individuals who are having a significant impact in people's lives.  The Center kicked off the series with a sold-out event in February of this year, featuring actor Robert Redford and Bay Area activists Victor Diaz and Avery Hale. 
 
"We are thrilled to continue the series by highlighting the extraordinary efforts of Rosario Dawson, James Berk, and Martha Ryan" said Lee Bycel, Executive Director of the Redford Center. "Each of them in individual ways exemplifies the Center's mission to find creative, contemporary solutions to some of the greatest challenges of our times." 
 
In 2004, Ms. Dawson co-founded Voto Latino, a non-partisan, non-profit organization aimed at increasing American Latino youth civic participation through greater voter turnout and political involvement. The organization's work ranges from grassroots voter registration efforts to engaging with youth through pop culture and multimedia awareness campaigns, and has been instrumental in getting Latinos to register to vote since its inception. The organization's latest initiative promotes Latino involvement in the 2010 US Census.
 
Among the many organizations she has lent her support to are Amnesty International, Charity: Water, Declare Yourself, Global Cool, International Rescue Committee, Lower East Side Girls Club, ONE Campaign, Oxfam, Parents, Families, and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG), Twenty Women For Darfur, VDay, and Youth AIDS. 
As an actress, Dawson got her start in the 1995 movie Kids, and has since appeared in major productions such as Men in Black II, 25th Hour, and Sin City, smaller independent films including Woody Allen's Sidewalks of New York, and most recently starred alongside Will Smith in Seven Pounds.
"I always tell people: use your passion," wrote Ms. Dawson in a Newsweek article in 2008. "Does your mom have Alzheimer's? Can your brother not afford school? Has an uncle come back from the war hurt? Are you afraid that you don't have health care? Is the neighborhood around you in shambles? Those are the things to invest yourself in politically because then you have something that's personally feeding you. If you have something that makes you filled up, that you're already caring about, that you're already talking about, then you'll actually see progress.... If we all listened to that little voice and we all worked to help that little thing that we know, then the whole world would be a different place, and we all would be doing our part."
At age 19, James Berk is the youngest of seven worker-owners of West Oakland’s Mandela Food Co-op and heads up the Healthy Neighborhood Store Alliance, a program focused on getting fresh produce into corner stores in low-income neighborhoods.  Growing up in West Oakland, where there are more liquor stores than grocery stores and access to fresh produce is hard to come by, James became ill.  Recognition of the origins of his illness, however, made him determined to make healthy food available to his and other low-income communities throughout the nation.  The program has already made a significant impact: several convenience stores that previously carried only packaged goods now consistently carry produce.  James’s vision for the program is that it become entirely youth-run, generating a livable income for each of its workers, while at the same time serving as an educational tool to others and a model for promoting greater access to fresh, healthy food for all Americans.

Martha Ryan is a nurse practitioner with a long history of administering prenatal care to homeless women.  Inspired by her work in the Peace Corps and on medical trips in Africa, she founded San Francisco’s Homeless Prenatal Program in 1989 while volunteering at the Hamilton Family Shelter. She had always expected to return to Africa to continue her work after getting her Master’s degree at UC Berkeley but she found that there was just as great a need in the Bay Area.  In the program’s first year, it served 72 women who would otherwise have gone without care.  Today, the organization serves over 3,000 families a year, provides many other support services, and employs a staff comprised of dozens of former clients.  Martha Ryan’s goal is to end childhood poverty, and to lift homeless women and families out of welfare, mental illness, and life on the streets by investing in the community. 

The Redford Center
Headquartered in Berkeley, CA, the Redford Center has emerged from a 40-year Sundance tradition of artistic expression and engagement, and is an extension of Robert Redford's unstinting activism and his commitment to human creativity and goodness.
 
The Redford Center offers a wide range of Bay Area events as well as several programs at the Sundance Preserve in Utah.  The Center is dedicated to finding creative alternatives to solve some of today's most pressing social and environmental challenges.  It aims to be an international asset for leaders, artists, and ideas alike, and an advocate for a sustainable and equitable society.
 
Calendar Editors:
WHAT: The Art of Activism, featuring a conversation with Rosario Dawson, and honoring Bay Area leaders James Berk and Martha Ryan
 
WHEN: Wednesday, June 9, 2010, 7-9pm
 
WHERE: Sundance Kabuki Cinemas, 1881 Post Street, San Francisco
TICKETS: $20, www.brownpapertickets.com, or call 1-800-838-3006
 
For more information about the Redford Center, visit www.redfordcenter.org.
